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Double-tracked  sliding  doors  in  the  ends  of  this 
poultry  house  allow  the  free  movement  of  a  tractor 
through  both  the  feeding  and  the  roosting  sections. 
These  doors  promote  summer  cooling  and  also 
make  the  building  more  adaptable  to  conversion  for 
other  purposes.  The  roost  sections  swing  up  to 
facilitate  the  use  of  a  tractor-mounted  manure  scoop 
in  the  droppings  bunker.  A  self-unloading  trailer 
can  be  used  to  service  the  feed  hoppers  each  week. 

The  building  is  especially  adapted  to  farms  hav- 
ing a  laying  hen  enterprise  as  a  supplement  to 
other  production.  The  special  features  designed 
toward  this  objective  are:  flexibility  of  use,  ar- 
rangement for  use  without  resort  to  special  poultry 
equipment,  and  main  support  of  poles,  which 
allows  changes  in  the  sidewall  without  disrupting 
the  supporting  frame  of  the  structure. 

Equipment  may  be  arranged  to  suit  your  prefer- 
ence. Nests  may  be  hung  on  the  walls,  feeders 
may  be  located  over  the  droppings  bunker  to  col- 
lect more  droppings,  and  the  fountains  can  be 
movable. 

In  southern  areas,  the  bottom  30-inch  space  on 
the  side  walls  may  be  removable  panels  to  aid  in 
summer  ventilation. 
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CONSTRUCT/ON    NOTE: 

I.    PLACE   POULTRY   NETTING   AND    VAPOR 

BARRIER   OVER  RAFTERS. 
Z.  INSTALL     2X6    PURLINS 

3.  STAPLE    NETTING    TO   PURLINS. 

4.  INSULATE     AND    COVER. 


Since  ventilation  requirements  vary  widely  according  to  cli- 
mates the  ventilation  is  not  shown  on  the  working  drawings.  It 
must  be  added  to  the  plan  to  suit  your  local  conditions.  For  win- 
ter ventilation,  some  poultrymen  and  materials  manufacturers 
suggest  that  the  intake  air  should  be  drawn  from  between  the  in- 
sulation in  the  ceiling  and  the  roof  sheets,  as  shown  in  the  above 
view.  The  intake  air  should  sweep  the  entire  roof  to  pick  up  the 
solar  heat  gain  coming  through  the  metal  roofing.  This  intake 
air  can  be  distributed  through  a  duct  system  that  pressurizes  the 
house.  Exhaust  air  leaks  through  cracks  around  the  doors  and 
windows,  and  through  the  walls. 

If  more  than  4  inches  of  insulation  is  desired  in  the  roof,  the 
vapor  barrier  and  poultry  netting  support  may  be  installed  as  a 
ceiling  on  additional  ceiling  joists. 
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INSULATION  SUGGESTIONS 
(Inches  of  mineral  wool  equivalent) 
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♦Insulate  for  reduction  of  heat  gain  in  summer  only. 
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Complete  working  drawings  may  be  obtained  through 
your  county  agent  or  from  the  Extension  agricultural 
engineer  at  most  State  agricultural  colleges.  There  is 
usually  a  small  charge. 

ORDER  PLAN  NO.  5871.     POULTRY  HOUSE 
FOR  LAYING  HENS 

If  working  drawings  of  this  plan  are  not  available  in 
your  State,  write  to  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Agricultural  Engineering  Research  Division,  Plant  Indus- 
try Station,  Beltsville,  Md.  The  U.S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture does  not  distribute  drawings,  but  will  direct  you 
to  a  State  that  does  distribute  them. 
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